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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRDUK 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON U.S. BOYCOTT LAWS 
REF: STATE 251172 (NOTAL) 

1 . EMBASSY HAS BEGUN TO RECEIVE INQUIRIES ABOUT THE 
IMPACT OF U.S. ANTIBOYCOTT LAWS AND REGULATIONS ON THE 
UK SUBSIDIARIES OF U.S. FIRMS. SOME U.S. COMPANIES 

HAVE APPARENTLY BEEN NOTIFYING THEIR AFFILIATES IN 
BRITAIN TO STOP ENTERING INTO CERTAIN CONTRACTS AND 
EXCHANGES OF CORRESPONDENCE WITH ARAB ENTITIES. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE SPECIFIC 
GUIDANCE ON RESPONDING TO THESE INQUIRIES. THE ESSEN- 
TIAL QUESTION BEING POSED IS WHETHER, FOR PURPOSES OF 
COMPLYING WITH ANTIBOYCOTT PROVISIONS OF TAX REFORM ACT 
OF 1976 THE TERMS U.S. "TAXPAYER," "FIRM," "INDIVIDUAL" 

ETC. INCLUDE THE FOREIGN AFFILIATES OF THESE U.S. 
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ENTITIES. IN ADDITION, IT WOULD ALSO BE HIGHLY USEFUL 
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TO HAVE GUIDANCE ON HOW OTHER RECENT REGULATIONS DE- 
TAILED IN REFTEL EFFECT THE ACTIONS OF U.S. AFFILIATES. 

SPIERS 
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